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The AWeeklp Ledger.

MEXICO, - -  MISSOURI.
CURRENT NEWS.

GENERAL.

J. Madison Wells, of the Louisiana
turning Board, was iuterviewed by a
York Herald correspondent, em the
He pronounced the statement made b

Maddox before the House Comn
in reference to his (Wells’s) proposa
sell out the Electoral vote of Louisiand to
Tilden, tobe ‘‘an infamous lie, basaless as
it is malicious.’’ The statements of Little~
field he also denied point blank, and said
the whgle evidence was gottenup to injure
the reputation of the Returning Board be-
fore Congress and the people. *

J. H. Maddox, who testified before the
House Committee in raference to Louisiana
affairs, was on the 2d dismissed from his
official position in the Internal Revenue
Bureau, by order of the President.

The publie debt statement for Feb. 1
shows the total debt to be $2,194,243,511;
cash in Treasury, exclusive of special de-
posits, #95,973,946; decrease since June 30,
$8,587,772.

The President, on the 5d, transmitted to
Congress s special message on the subject
of the resumption of specie payments,
which is published in another column.

Johu 8. Gallaher, formerly Third Audit-
or of the Tressury, and a well known jour-
nalist, died in Washington on the 4th, aged
81.

Rear Admiral Alden, U, 8. N.,died in San
Francisco on the Gth.

The Democrats claim to have discovered
another ineligible Eleector in the person of
Mr. George D). Chaffee, of Shelbyville, Iil.,

who was appointed United States Commis--

gioner in 1B68, and it is said has never re-
pigned. He was & member of the Illinois
Electoral College and cast his vote for
Hayes and W heeler.

Rear Admiral Wilkes, United States Navy
retired list, died in Washington on the Sth.

The case of the United States sgzainst
Gen. Belknap, late Secretary of War, has
been dismissed on motion of the District
Attorney-General, for the reason, as stated,
that the evidence would not sustain the
prosecution. The action of the Attorney-
General is taken by tha direction of Presi-
dent Grant, who indorses a report
by the District-Atlorney as follows:
“‘In view of the within statement of the
District-Attorney of the Distriet of Colum-
bia, to the efféet that he believes a con-
viction impossible, and in view of the long
snifering of the accused and the great ex-
pense to which he has already been subject-
ed, I think the District-Attorney should be
directed to dizmiss the suit.

[Signed] U. S. GRaNT.”?

Mrs. Mary 3. Oliver, a widow lady em-
ployved in the Treasury Deparfmen. as
Washington, has commenced suit against
Senator Simeon Camerou, of Pennsylvania,
for breach of promise of marriage, dam-
ages being placed at $50,000. The lady is
from Senator Cameron’s own State, aud is
about 40 years of age, while the defendant
in the suit is nearly 78.

EAST,

Indictments have been returned against
the principal ofticers of the defunct Securi-
ty Life Insurance Company of New York
for embezziement, grand larceny and per-
jury.

The Mutus! Life Insurance Company of
Newark, N. J., has gone out of business in
& crippled condition, being reported $400,-
000 short in its assets.

Thomas R. Agnew, grocer, New York,

. has failed, with liabilities estimated at 354, -
000; assets about #460,000,

John O'Muhoney, the well known Fenian
leader, died in New York on the 6th.  His
remains will be taken to Ireland for inter=-
ment.

WEST ANI) SOT'TH,

George M. Wheeler, the defaulting Pres-
ident of the La Crosse (Wis.,) National
Bank, has been sentenced to five years®

imprisonmsnt in the Wilseconsin State
Prison,

Judze J. T. Mackey hias now rendered a
decision to the effect that Hampton is the
lawful Governor of South Carolina. Ap-
pealed to the Supreme Court.

The Arizona Legislature has passed a hill
exempting the Southern Pacific Railway
from taxation for four years, and permit-
ting a tarif¥f of 10 cents per mile for passen-
gers and 15 cents per ton for freight.

The Cedur Rapids and Missouri Railroad
Company have commenced suits to dispos-
gess many of the farmers of Woodbury,
Monona, Ida, Crawford, and Sac Counties,
Towse, of their lands by the galvanization of
an obsolete land-grant.

Richard T. Taylor, Cashier of the First
National Bank of Frank!in, Johusen Coun-
ty, Ind., hasabscorded., leaving the bank
about $100,000 short. Taylor’s embezzle-
ments have long been in progress, but only
just discovered. The bunk has been forced
to suspend in consequence.

A mail-baz containing #25,000 in bank
checks and drafts was robbed of its contents
a few days ago while en route from New-
port, Kv., to Cincinnati. There is no clew
to the roboers.

Dispatches from Tucson, Arizona, state
that the Apaches are killing and plunder-
ing settlers in Southeast Arizona. Ten
were killed in Senorita Valley on the 4th
inst., and the work is still geing on.

Luther C. Slavens has been nominated
by the President United States Attorney
for the District of Missouri.

The Iilinois division of the Chicago, Dan-
ville and Vincennes Railroad, 108 miles in
fength, was sold on the Tth, under a decree
ol foreclosure, for $1,450,000. It was
bought in by a committee of the New York
bondholders. The entire amount for which
the road was foreclosed was §3,200,000.
The entire indebtedness of the road is #7,-
520,000,

The Internal Revenue Bureau was official-
Iy notified, on the Tth, that two revenue
officers had beew killed and others wounded
while making & raid upon illicit distillers
in South Carolina.

i FOREIGN,

The steamship Colombo, from Hull,
England, for New York, was reported 46
days over due on the 31. She had 47 per-
sons on board, and it was feared the vessel
and all on board were lost. The stesmers

George Cromwell and George Washington,
from Halifax for St. Jobms, N. F., the
former with 8) and tne latter with 31 persons
On board, were also reported lost. 1

.| on each side will be hear@ by the Commission en

deposed by the Sultan and banished from
Turkey. Itis rumored that he was impli-
eated in a conspiracy to overthrow the Sul-
tan and proclaim himself Dictator.

The British Parliament was opened on
the 8th, by Her Majesty in person. In her
speech the Queen says, in reference to the
Eastern Conference: *“*Her Majesty re-
grets that the proposals have not been ac-
cepted by the Porte, but the result of the
Conference has been to show the existence
of a general agreement among the
European Powers which ean not fail to
have material effect upon the condition and
Government of Turkey. She trusts that
the armistice yet unexpired” will lead to
the conclusion of honorable peace. Bhe
has acted in cordial co-operation with her
allies, with whom, as with other foreign
powers, her relations continue friendly.”’
A telegram from Bombay says that the
cotton crop has been badly damaged by ex-
cessive rains.

Prince Gortschakoff, the Rusgian Minister
of Foreiga Affiirs, has retired on account of
ill health, and is succeeded by Count Adler-
berg.

CONGRESS,

In the Senate, on the 2d, abill was passed
providing for the punishment of persons making
or having in their possession dies, molds, eto.,
for manufacturing counterfeit coins; also « bill
declaring all claims against the United States
shall be barred unless vresented within gix years
from the tirae they acerued......The House con-
sidered the Legislative Appropriation bill in
Committee of the Whole. The bill appropriates
#$14,266,155.50. A lomg discussion ensued on
the provisicn to reduce the salaries of members
of Congress, which was finally adopted in com-
mittee,

In the Senate, on the 3d, a number of-res-
olutions and bills of a miscellanecus character
were introduced and referred, when after a
short executive session the Senate adjourned till
Monday... The House was azuin engagedin con-
sidering the Legislative Appropriation bill in
Committee of the Whole.

In the Senate, on the 6th, Mr. West rose
o a personal explanation regarding the letter ad-
dressed to him by Gov. Wells and read on Satur-
day befere the House Committee, which expla-
nation he was not permitied to make, he suid,
before the committee. IHe could have availed
himself of his privileges us a Senator and refused
to divalge the contents of the letter, but he de-
siredl that all the facts in regard to the Lonisiana
count should be Eknown. He had not
held, mor did he intend to hold, clandestine
correspondence with any one in reguind to the
counting the Electoral voles.  About the time
that the letter should have been delivered to him
he was informed by the Secretary of War that o
man by the name of Maddox was here attempt-
ing to trade off the vote of Louisiana. e
{ west) immediately denied that he ha! any such
authority, and wlegravhed to New Urleans to a
triend 1 substance a- follows: *“*Tell Governor
Wells that a wman by the name of Maddox
is. hera professing o be authoriz 4 to
speak for him and the Returning Board of Lon
isiana. What does this mean:”  Lhe answer
came back as soon as the wire conld bring it:
**Mr. Maddox has no such suthority.” Mr.
West, in zuswer to a question of Mr. Bogy as

siid thut he (West) was ambitious to be his own
successor 1n the Senate, and the letter reterred
o that. A5 10 speaking of **‘miithon,*
Wells used the expression in the same mannuer
as toluncl sellers did e he e nt
there was » **barrel ol money” there 1o he nsed

that 15, i money was to be spent on one side it
must be =spent on the other. He (Wes ) would
not rest for 4 moment under any suspic.on that
he was trafliching in the Electoral votes...... The
Legislative, Judicial and Excveutive Appropri-
ation bill wis passed by the House. The amend
ment xing the salary of Sepators and Represent-
atives at 5,000 was agreeil to; the smwendment
increasing the compensation of the Prezident to
Fh1,000 was etriken out.

In the Senate, or the 6th, Mr. Paddock,
from the Commmitee on Public Lands, reported
favorably on the Senate bill for the relief of sci-
tiers upon pablie lunds nnder pre-emption laws,
Passed, The bill abohishing the B aid of Met-
ropolitan Police Commissioners of the District,
which passed both houses unsanimousiy and wia
vetoed by the President, was then taken from
the table, the question being—sShall the bill pass
notwithstanding the objections of the President?
It was deculed in he pegative—yens, 33; nuys,
2'—two thimis not voting in the aftirmative.....
The House hnd under consuderation the Defie:-
ency bill, ‘The two largest appropriations are

partment, atkd one of =217,000 for peunsions to
golu.uera who have lest Limba,

'n the Se¢nate,on the Tth, the Eads ap.
propriation bill was discussed and la.d over.
The House bLill authoriziug the Commissioners
of the Freeidmen's Savings and Trust Company
to dispose of certain property was ¢oneurred in,
The House amendment w the Pricting Deliciency

paying a higher rate of wages than 19 piid in
New York, Pmladelphia and Baltimore, was
non-concurred in.  Mr. Dogy presouted a re
momstrance of business men and others of st.
Louis against the passage of House il to build
a bridge over the Missouri Hiver at Glasgow
Referredl. ... The Houge avlopted anamendmens
to the Sepate hill providing for & deficiency of
=23 0,000 in toe approprintion for Government
printing, which prohibits the Government Priot-
er, after the elose of the present « ongress, from
paying higher prices for labor than are paid in
New York, Philadelpbia and Baitimore. The
Delicieney Appropriation bill was again consid-
ered in Committee of the Whole.

In the Senate, on the Sih, the credentials
of Senator-elect Garland, of Arkansas, were
filed. The Indian Appropriation bill was passed.
+sssaedn the House,Mr. Hale rose to a privileged
u}lwatir-n and read a letter addreszzed to him from
J. Madison Wells and Thomas . Anderson,
stufing that they were conflned to a damp, dark
finongeon of the cellar of the « apitol; that yester-
day, by orider of the Speaker, they had been

hud been brought back to cells by order ol the
Serieant-at-Arms, and that on account of the
bad airin the cell one of them (Lrov, Wells) wus
now on his gick bed, Mr., Hale said it was in-
human to Keepr than in such a reom, and be
therefore offered a rerolution directing the Ser-
geant-at- Arms to remove the prisoners to a well
ighted and well ventilated room, where their
heaith may not be endangered. Mr. Cox saul it
was in this same cell that a Republican Congre-s
bad incarcerated stewart and Irwin, The
prisoners  coniined  and in the close
custody of the  Sergeant-at-Arms, but
they could release themselves by simply puryg-
ing themsels e of contemptof the House and an-
swering the qu. stions which they had refussd to
answer, The witnesses had simply been treated
a8 «ther witnesses had heen. Mr. Clymer, on
behalt of the pergedant-at- Arms, said wat that
otticer had done all in his power (or the purpose
of rendering the prisoners comfortable. 'Tne
room they occupied was well heated, well light.
ed and well veatilated. I was the room which
had been used for the same purpose by preced-
ing Congresses, They were allowed to
have conversations with their friends. Mr. Cox
moved to refer thiresolution to the Speeial Com-
mittee on Elections in Louisiana, with instruc

tions to report speedily to the House whether
such a state of afairs does exist a8 is slated in
the communication from J. Madison Wells and
Thos. C. Anderson. The motion was carried—
yeas, 148; nays, 49. The Dflciency Appropria-
tion bill was completed in Committee of the
Whole and reported to the House,

-

THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION,

RULES OF THE COMMISSION.

The Electoral Commission has promulgat-
ed the following rules, adopted by them urdor
autoority ol the recent act ol Congress:

Itule 1. The Commassion ehall appoint a Secre-
tary, two Assistant Secretaries, a Marshal and
two Deputy Marshals, a Stenographer and such
Messengers as ghall be needful, to hold during
the pleasure of the Commiesion.

Rule2 On any subject submitted to the Com-
mission a hearing shall be had,and ¢coungel shall
be allowed to conduct the case oneaéh side.
Rule3. ounsel not exceeding two in number

the merits of any case presented to it, no longer
than two hours being allowed to each side, un-
less longer time and additional counsel shall be
specially anthorized by the Commiesion. In the
hearing of interiocutory questions but o:.e coun
gel shall be heard on e side, and no longer
than | minutes, uniess the Commission allow
further time and additional counsel, and printed
arguments will be received.

ule «. The objectors o any certificate or vote
may select two of their number ta support their
objections in orel argnment, and to advoeate the
validity of any certiticate or vote, the validily of
which "they maiotain, and in like manner ob-

| fore any Com

what explanation he could make of the letter, |

Luv. |

against the Nepublicans, and aul wes needed s )

one of 300,000 for a deliciency In the Navy De- |

biil, prohibiting.the Government rrinter from |

trunsferred to & much bedter room,zmd that they |

rule not more than four persons shall speax,and
neither side shall occupy more tham two hours.

Rule 5. Application for process to compel the
attendance of witnesses, or the production of
written or documentary testjmonr, may be
made by counsel on either side, and all process
shall be served and executed by the Marshal of
the Commission, or his deputies. Deposilions
SR b suilciniy ‘meicaads f ke be:
sha sufficien autnenlical -7

migEfonér of the Circult Courts of
the United States, or any clerk or deputy clerk
of any Court of the United Stares.

Rnﬁas. Admission to public sittings of the
Commission shall be regulated in such & manner
as the Pregident of the Commission shall direct.

Rule 7. The Commission will sit, unless other-
wise ordered, in the room of the Supreme Court
of the United States; and with open doors (ex-
cepting when in consultation), uniess otherwise
directed.

FEB. 2.—The Electoral Commission met
at 10:30 a. m., and Mr. Field opened the argu-
ment as an objector in the case of Florida, and
argued in favor of going behind the face of the
returns, on the ground that if this eould not be

of Demooratic counsel, thereupon Jntroduced a
witness to testify in reference to the quo warranto
proceedings in the State Court, but Mr. Evarts
objected to the question as not within the order
of the court, and the objection was sustained.
The quessfan of the elegibility of the
Elector, Hum[rhereejs. was then taken up, and
evidence produs showing that Humphrega
tendered his resignation to Judge Woods,of the
Florida Cirenit Court, while the latter was at
Newark, Ohio, and that Judge Woods accepted
the same in & letter from that place, dated Oct.
5, 1s76. Democratic couns! contended that this
act, being done in another State, and no record

of it appearing in the office of tie
Clerk oiP the Court, was unnladI
as being the act of an idividoal anc

not that of the Court, and that Humphreys
therefore continued to hold the ofiice at the time
of the meeting of the Electoral College, and was
by law ineligible as an Elector. Mr. Meirick
made the principal argument on the Democratic
side, and Mr. Evarts on the Republican side.
Without disposing of the question the Commis-
gion adjourned.

o

CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATICNS.

dope the American people would be in the posi-
tion of standing pew -rless in the face of gigantig
fraud. He was followed by Representative
Tucker, another of the objectors on the same
gide of the case. At theconclusion of Mr. Tuck-
er's argument the Commissicn ook & recess un-
til3. After the recess Mr. Kasson addressed
the Commission, arguing that the certificate pre-
sented by the Republican Electors wus the only
one having any constitutional and legal validity.
He referred briefly to eertain alleged frauds on

J. H."Maddox again appeared before the
House Committee on Privileges, on the Ist, and
testified at length regarding his negotiations
with President Wells of the Lonisiana Heturning
Board. His evidence was mainly ccrroborative
of that of Pickett given on the previous day.
Maddox testified that Wells asked him to go to
Washington, see influential men, and endeavor
to zet some money—one million dollars he thought

the part of the Democrits ut various plis in the
State, but argued at length agamst the power of
the Commission to go behind the returns. [He
was followed by Mr., MeCrary on the same side,
who cited numerous legal authorities t) sustain
his position. The guestlon of admitting evi-
denee before the Commission then came up, and
ita decision was left open until the next seesion,

Fep. 3.—After some discussion as to a
moide of procedure, Mr. O’Conor, of the Demo-

ing that evidence should be admitted subject to
the question of its relevancy and the effect to
be considered with the whole ease. He then
| submitted his proposition of evidence. Mr.
Evarts then gpoke in opposgition to the introdue-

a'mitted, it would be necessary to go to the
fundamental facts in the election. §le was re
plied to by Mr. Black, A
wlopted, that counsel on eitber side be allowed

dence might be admitted und also what evilence
wis now before the Commission, The Commis-
sion adjourned till Monday.

Frnp. 5.—Mr. Evarts,of Republicgn couin-
gel, opened the argument to-day in the Florida
case, oppoesing the theory of the Democratie
counsel that the Commission ought to receive

fore the two housesof ( ongress by the presiding
officer of the Senute, awd which had been refer-
red to the Electoral Commission, He charged
that the Deanocratic counsel wanted to introduce
extraneous evidence to s how every step taken in
the election its«lf, but not to prove that Gov.
stearns's action was not based on the returns as
receiverdd by him from the regzular coumt of the
Canvassing Borr . In this connection he said:
‘*Now, what are we lo gather in respect 1o the
stige of this rransiaction which the depositef the
Feaeral volte for P'resident by the ounidiied
Electors shows: Itis their own vote, Th v are
not Jdelegates to makea vole acconling to the in-
gtructions of their State. Thev arve not depu-
tized to perform the will of any body,  They are

vole or refrain {rom voting—ol course neclecting
aduty—and to vore for whom they piease, amld
from the moment their vole 18 sealed and for-
warded toward the sent of Government, no bower
in the State ean touch it, arrest it, reverse 11,
| eorrupt it, retract ir—aothing s o be dene ex-
feept count it, and count it d4s it was deposited [

.
i
i
|

{ Referring to the thivd olijes tion presented agaimst
| Florida, that ef the inciizibility of Humphries,
| the Haves Eleelor, Mr. Evarts vewl his test:-

wony , showins that he resigned as United Stales
shipping Commissioner some time before the
election. Mr. Evarts then muntained that there
| was no law of Congress which provided for k-
mz proot of any acrs of Eiwceiors, aml that there
| wias no other proeess of countitge the vole except
| that provided under the « enattuticn. By go-

ng behind the returns, as sageeste] in the case
| of Florkla, he maintainedd that Congress would
be exercistng plepary judicial powers which the
Constitutivne of the Usited States does not con-
fer upon that boedv.  Such power only rested in
! the Supreme Court, and L ongress could not del-
| copte any judicial power to any ot its members,
| s to any ane else, unless specially warranted
! by the Constitution. Mr. O'Conor. of Demo-
| eratic counsel, then replied to Mr, Evarts, Ie
i matntained that the Commi=sion lius 1 uthor-
| ity to investigatye by all judicial and leca]l means

the very fact and thereby ae tuin whiat was the

vote of Florda Wierring to the powers with

whirh the Commission s elothed, he saild:
I *“Those powers are distinetly, aod tuily, and

bricfly expressed in this admirable «document,
[ the KEicctoral Lil!, destined, o the 1mmortal
{ lionor of those eoncerned in its preparation, to

paesinto history with vonr aet.  They are ex-
| pressed o lines 75 and 79 of the House bill : *The

same powers i any,now pessessed for that pur-
| pose by the two houses acling separately or to-
gether.,” You have thus—and this is the test—
ull the powers of those two hoises which could
| pos=sibiy exist under the low as xed in the Con-
| stitution and i pre-exizting statutes for the pur-
pose of your determinstion.” As to the power
of the two houses under existing laws, he snid
that there 18 no techmieal limit or harrier to it,
and gonsequently the Commission may exercise
the supreme high power of the Goverrvment that
has all aleng been exercised 1 such questions.
““We are tel! that itheve is no romedy; that
Congress must sit by, blindly and silently. and

|
]
|
|

perinit 2n alien to bw counted into ofMfice as
President  of the Unitedd  States; mus=t sit
by awl permit @ set of  votes plainly

and palpably fraudulent—given by individuals
not only di qualitiml for want of having heen
chosen by ¢itizens, but being themselves abso-
lutely disquaiified by the Constitution 1 oom aet-
ing in oflice, orfrom casting & vole—1o be count
e, and must permat the usurpation eontemplat-
ed to take place  erely becnuse our wise {uiners
(one would think that complitpent was intended
aga sarcasm!) hadl g0 ¢chosen to constitute the
Government which they created that an mjns
tice, however flagitions, might be perpe rated in
open day without the possilality of having a
remedy or even uttering l‘l‘-'ll!‘lit]?]_\-’ neomplaint.
Fhis, we humbly submit, ean not be the Consti-
tution and the law, Repssonforbidsit. Allaets,
however solemn, however saered, from what-
[ ever quarter coming, by whrtever body perpe-
trated, are liable to review in some mannar, in
some judieial or other mbunal, so that feaud
and falselivod may sarink abazhed and defeat-
ed, and may @il in the attempt to tramp'e on
richt.” Mr. O'Conor then took up the eanse of
the Florida elcction and a"ued in favor of the
legality of the Tilden E.ectors. After some
citation of law points by counsel on
both sides, the Presiding Justice nnnounced thist
the « aimmission would tiake a recess for three-
quarters of an hour, and that no other inatiers
would be taken up to-day in public session. Al-
ter recess, the Commission remained in secrel
session dabout twentv minntes, and after author-
izing the announcement that there would Le no
publie geseion to-morrow, sidjourancd to meet at
noon to-morrow for copsultation.

Fen. . —The Electoral Commission was
in secret session all day, cousidering the ques-
tions submitted,

Feb. 7.—The following is 2 minute of the
ofticial record of the Commission: (i motion of
Justice Miller, it was ordered that no evidence
will be received or considered Ly the Commis-

vention of the two houses by the President of
Senate, with the different certificates, exceps
such a8 relates to the eiigibility of ¥ C, Hum-
prevs, one of the Electors. The vote is as ful

lows:

YEAS.
Bradley, Garfield, Morton,
Edmunds, Hoar, Strong—8.
Frelinghuysen, Miller,

NAXS.
Abbott, Field, Payne,
Bayard, Hunton, Thurman—7,
Cliftord,

On motion of Mr. Abbott, it was Resolved,
That in the case of Florida this Commission will
receive evidence relating to the eligibility of
Frederick C Humphreys, one of the persons
named in certificate No. 1 as an Elector.

YEAS.
Abbott, Clifford, Payne,
Bayard, Field, Thurman—s.
Bradley, Hunton,

NAYS.
Edmunds, Hoar, Morton,
Frelinghuysen, Miller, Strong—7.
Garileld,

cruatic counsel, addressed the Commission, urg- l

tion of evidence, mainiy on the ground that, if |

motion was then |

two hours (o discuss the gquestion as to what evi- |

evideuce other than that which had been Iaid be- |

| volers who exereise free choies and authoritv 1o !

sion which was not snbimitted to the Joint Con- |

would be about Tight. Weils said he would like
to serve his party, but the risk wWas very great
and he would not undertake it unless paid for it.
l The msjority was too heavy for him to handle,
{and he did not kmow where to commence to
throw out. Witness went to Washington,
| saw Secretary Cameroen, and told him that Wells
| wanted money. The Secretary declined to have
| any thing to do with the matter of money. This
negotiation having fai ed, witness returned to
New Orleans, and Gouv. Wells then suggested
hat they endeavor to make some arrangements
with the Democrats. OUn cruss-examination,
witness said that Gov. Welis never asked him to
| gee Col. Pickett or any other Democrats; what
he did waz en his own motion or the joint motion
lof Wells and himself. Q.—Wgas there any ar-
rangement between you amd Col. Pickett as to
how much money you were each to get> A—I
b did not know how much I was to get; that de-
pended upon cireumstances; Col. Pickett said ke
did not care about it except for charitable pur-
poses.

{  (3eneral Apderson, of the Louisisna Re-
| turning Board, testified on the 24 before the
House Commitiee on Privileges, that to his
| knowledge there was no change made in the fig-
ures of Vernon Parish as sworn to by Littlefield;
he was not present, however, when the returns
from that parish were passeid upon; did not
know of the destruction of returns {rom
any yparish; never had any conversation with
Maddox regarding a propositien to sell out the
vote of the Swate; nor with Wells, nor
did he know of any negotiations for
that purpose. (}.—Was there any proposition
made by any one in relation to the use of money
to affect the declaration of the result? A.—Yes;
Br. W. A Robingog, Demecratic State senator,
came to my room at 11 o'clock at night on the
241h or 20tn of November and said to me, there
wus an opportunity to make & good thing, and
that | would get 200,40 if 1 would insure the
State for the Democrats 1 replied, that was &
subject Idid not wish to entertain, e ssked
me Lo tunk it over. ITreplied thatit would be use-

less for ine Lo do 5o, and before he left the room |

he exnetivl 4 promise 1w wmeel him at the SL.
t harles Hotel at 6 the next evening, [ promised
Lo meet him to get rid of him. 1 did not meet
him. He came to the Leand and called me out,
inquiring why [ did not meet himn. 1 ssid 1 had

forgzotien, when he replied that it was too jm-
portant for me to forget, I =ai:l to him, **I o
ot wani to converse any turther with sou onthe
=ubject. If vou wish o retain my iriend=hip,

you wi'l never sg.in mentivn tiie matter. ™

J. H. Maddox was again be
Committee on Privileges on the 4d, and
duced the two letters heretofore mentioned in
his testimony. They are as follows:

NEW ORLEANS, Nov. 20, 1876, —To Mr. .J. H.
MappoXx, New Orleans: DEanr sin—Umnler-
stundding the political condition of matters from
associntion with both political parties, avd as a
triend of the Prosident and as & Government

pro-

forethe House

| ports of Lhe snne somnio lilies

| The

oflicer, wonll it vot be considered pari of your |

duty to go at ones v Washington with as littie
ielay as possibie and place before the President

the condition and pending dangers &f the situn- |

Lon -
n tho premi=es,

Shondd vou conclude upon prompt action
allow me to *ommend vou to

|

senator West, who is my friend, and with whom §

yvou will treely eommunicate.

Yours very truly, J. MapisoN WELLS.

NEW ORLEANS, La., Nov. 21, I~6. =My DEAR
SENATOR—] regret much pot seeing you when
here. 1 wanted o say much to vou which would
be nt least imprudent to put upon paper. 1
trust, howeser, tomeet youmm Washington as
soon as the canvass 18 over whieh is upon us.
Our daties as reiurning oflicers have augmented

the magunitude of the destiny of the two great
partics—may 1 not say the ngtion: 1 fully
comprehend  the  sitaation as well as my

ifuty to the srestest living General, UL S, Grant,
and not with myv consent shall this oppressed
peopie be govéerned by his paroled prisoners,
arled by their white-hivered eowards of
Nurth Let me, mv eslecmed =i, warn you of
the dasger Millions have been sent here and
will be used in the interest of Tilden,
and, unless there is some counpier-movement
it will be impossible for nie or any one mdivii-
ual o arrest 13 productive resalts, Fhe gen
tieman presenting tis letter is fully awire of the
moves, and if you allow will communicate free
Iy to our friends aod act promully, or resnits
will be disastrous. A bt to the wise, Stricily
private and contidential.
Yours truly, J. ManisoN WELLS,

To Hon, J. R. WEsT, Washington, D, ¢ .

Duting the reading of the firsl letter, Senator
West entered the room, and at the
Mr Fieid he opened the Jetter addressed to him
and redd its contents as above ziven. The Cow-
mittee then went into private session,

Iuvestization of the conduct of the |ate
election in Mississippi was continued before the
sSenate Cowomitlee on Privileges and Elections,
on the dd. J. T. Lecester, FPresident of the
Hmes County Board of Registers, testified that
there was & conference of leading Democrats of
iines County & short Lime befure theelection, at
whieh it was proposed to furnish one of the Dem-
ocratic Judges of Election at each polling place
with a duplicate key to the ballot-box. Wilness
turnished about 15 of these duplicate keys to «if-
ferent men, allof swshomn were white men, and, he
thinks, Democrats. He slipped a small parcel
into the vest pocket of one of the Judges, re-
markimmg as be Jid so0: **Here i something
which may be of use to vou.” Did not tell them
what use vwas to be made of them, but thought
they were all smarl enough to find out how and
for what te use them. In avswer toa guestion
{from senutor Teller, the witness said: **1 sup-
posfe my idea was that if there were too many
Hepubliean votes in i ballot-box, the key was to
open the box, that the Republiican votes might
be taken out and Demoeratic votes substitured
intheir stead.” The witness admitted that the
Republican Judges of Eiection in Hines « ounty

, were generally igrorant negroes, amd it was
an €eusy mat er Lo get  them in-
texieated on election day. Ile admitted

further that duplicate ballot-hexea  were
furnished to one of the Democeratic Judgesin ev-
ery pollirg precinet in the conunty, Henry Out-
law, of Aberdeen, Monroe County, testifiad that
all meetings which coloresd Hepublicans attempt-
ed to hold in hi: county, during the late can-
paign, were broken up by armed Demoerats;
the witnese was at 4 meeting in Aberdeen dur-
ing September; at that meeting 17 colered men
were shot, some of them killed outright, and
others were so seriously wounded they have
since died; Democrate had a practice of riding
through Monrce County at night, taking
colored men from their bedsand whioping them,
and many of "is race had slept out of (oors for
several nights previous to the late election, to
prevent being dragged from their homes and
whipped ; the witness was wounded *n the shoul-
der, by & bullet, at a political meeting in Sep-
tember last. Upon taking the witness-stand,

Outlaw asked to be excused from testifying.

He said he should not dare return home if he

told the whole wruth.

The cross-examination of Gov. J, Mad-
ison Wells was continued at length by Mr.Field,
of the House Committee on Privileges, on the
6th., Wimess still declined to answer many
questionsg asked him regardiug the action of the
Keturning Board, but made & general answer
that no votes were rejected except in accordance
with the law.

Messrs. Wells and Casanave, of the Lou-
isiana Returning Board, testified before the
Housge Committee on Privileges on the ith. Gov.
Wells was examined by ,Mr. Lawrence and tes-

ihe

The Commission, by their decision to-day, will
huve before them in the Florida case three sets of

papers, namely: 1. ‘Lhe certificate of the Hayes |
Eiectors. 2. That of the Tilden Electors. |
5 The paper containing the record of the Cireunit
Court of Fiorida on qun warran o, and the sub-
eequent action of the Legislature of that State.
The Secretary of the Lommission was instructad
to inform couneel on respective sides that at 11 |
o'ciock to morrow i will be prepared to hear ar-
gument on the g estion of the eligibility of Fred-
erick C. Humphreys as an Elector.

FEB. 8,—The (ommission reassembled ;
in open gession at 11 a. m., and Jastice Clifford

jectors to any other eertificate may select two of

announced that proceedings were now in order

! nees testitied that he never had

tifivd that Maddox, with whom he had a slight
previous acquaintance. cawe to New Orleans,
and called upon hm Nov, 18, repre.enting that
he was an agent of the Government, and Le had

| been sent down there to look after the political

sitpation; at his (Maddox’s) request, he Wells)
wrote the letter addressed to him, as a meuns of
introduction at Washington, and also entrusted

| o his care the letler addressed to Senator West,

(Letters produced in evidence on the 3d.) Wit-
any con-
versation whatever with Maddox upon the
subject of obtaining money to influence the
action of the Returning Boerd, and never gave
him any autbority to negotiate for the payment

request of |

| Tedeem

} their circulation.

that he had no knowledge of any alterations hav-
ing been made in the returns of Vernon Parish;
never heard any suggestions from Gov. Wells
about receiving money or other valuablecon-
sideration to affect the result of the canvass by
the Returning Board. Gov. Wells was subse-
quently cross-examinei at length by Mr. Field
in relation to the West jetter, which was read to
him sentence by sentence. Witness frequently
became very angry during the cross examina-
tion, and said: ‘'lask to be protected, mod, if
the committee does net protect me, I will protect
myself.”

The Louisiana Sub-committee of the Sen~
ate Committee on Privileges and Elections, on
the 5th, adopted an order requiring the Seere-
tary of State of Louisiana to produce before the
Committee the original returns frem thedisputed
parishes in that State, together with the state-
ments of the returning officers accompanying
gaid returns,

Gen. John G. Corsas appeared before the
Senate Committee on Privileges amd Elections,
on the 5th, and testified regarding a number of
telegrams sent and received by him. The fol-
lowing is a sample of several produced:

CHICAGO, Nov. 13, 1£76.—PERRY H. SMITH,
St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans: If the Louis-
iana Electoral vote is stolen from us we will get
California and Oregon. We have 180,000 ex-
soldiers now enrolled. A vast number of Repub-
licans with us. Stand flrm. CORSE.

Louis M. Kenner, ¢f the Louisiana Re-
turning Board, was examined by the House
Committee on Privileges on the 7th. He testi-
fied that he had no perscnil knowledge of any
alterations having been made in the returns
from Vernen Parish, rorof any papers huving
been burned or destroyed. On cross-examina-
tion witaess admitted that the returns from Ver-
non had been frandulently changed, but thonght
the alteration had been made and the original
papers abstracted in order to throw guspicion on
the Board,

York A, Woodward and T. W. Eaton,
clerks of the Lounisiana Returning Board, testi-
fied before the Senute Uommittee, on the 7th, that
they had no knowledge cf any alterations having
Leen masdle in the Vernor Parish returns, as tes-
tiied to by Littlefleld.

Dr. George L. Miller, of Omaha, testi-
fled before the Senate Committee, on the 7ih,
that J. H. N. Patrick went to Oregon at his re-
quest to look after the Eieetoral vote there, the
expenses o be paid by the National Democratic
Committee.

Resamption of Specie Payments— Presi-
dent’s Message.

WasminGroN, D. (., Feb. 5. —The fol-
lowing is tne Presidert’s message to Con-
gress on the sukject ¢f the resumption of
specie puyments:
do the Senate and House of Representalives:

By act of Congress approvedl January 14, 1875,
toprovide for the resumptionof specie payments,
the et of January, 1510, is lixed as the dute when

such resumplion is to kegin It may not be de-
girable to lix an earlier dute when it shall seru-
ally become obligalory npon the Government to
its outstamding emler
comn, on presenlation, but it s certiinly most
desirable, and will prove most beneticial toevery
pecuniary mterest of the country, to hasien the
day when the paper circulation of the country

e gL

and goll eoin  shall have equal  values.
At a later day, if curfency aua eoin shonld
retain. equaid values, it might become

auvisable to authorize g direet resumption
believe the time hits com2 woen, Ly a =imple aet
of the Legi=slubive branch of t;u.z-.-rnmr:"l.|
this most desivable vesultcan be att ed. 1am
strengthened in this view by the course trande has

tiken in the list two yoeus, and by 1

nales in |

of the eredit of the United States at b
abroad.  For the fiscal vearending June 3o,
the exports of the United States exceeded the im-
port= by S120, 04,1 2, It our exports melude
= 40,56

w2l of specte and buliion imexcess ol im
For r1x months |
of the present tiscal year, frem July 1, 1576, to |
January |, IS77, the execes of exports over im- I
ports amounnted to 20 06,3 8, and the iniports
Of specie moexeeeded the exports of |
precicus metals by 6,012,147 n the sqaoe time.
Actual ex-ess of exports over im-
ports of six wontas, exclisive of specie
and bullion, amounted to £11; T 40 sliowing
for the time being the secumuiniion of specie and
vullion mn the country awmonntiag 0 more than
=i U i i adeditiin teche patural product of |
these metuls for the same pericd—utotsi inerease |
of gold amd silver for siX months sot far short of
F=Ho D 0 0, lris very evadent that unless this
Laerease of precious metils can be utilized at
home in such a way as to make it in some
DuLRer remuterative to holders it must sevk a
toreign market, a3 surely us wonld pnnv other
prisiuct of the so1l or manufactory. Any legis-
lation which wouldl kecp coin and bullion at
home will, inmy judgment, =eon bring about
practical resumption, aad add the coin of the
country to the crrewiating medium, thus secur-
me . healthy inflation w0 sound currescy to
the great advantage of avery legitimate bLusi-
ness  interest. Fhe aect to provide for
tiie resumption of speci2 payments authorizedghe
secretary of the Treasury to 1ssue bondsof either
of the deseriptions named in the act of Congress
approved. July 4, 157, entitled ** an set to an-
thorize the reronding o1 the national Jdebt,” for
not less than par in gold, Witk the present value
of the 4~ per cent, bond- in the markets of the
world, they couid be exchsnged ad par for gold,
thus strengtbening the Treasury to weet final
resumption and Keep excegs of coin over the de-
mand, pending its use as acirenlating mediom,
athome. Al that wouil be further reguired
would e to redoce tae volume of legal-tender
notes in ciren'ation,  Tosecomplist this I would
sugaest an act authorizing the secerviary of the
Treasury to ia=ne four per cent bonds with orty
yeursto run betore maiuciy, o be exchanged
for legul tepder notes whenever precented in
=ums of ity dollareg, or any multiple thereof,
the whole amonuni of sucl bonds, ho  ever, not
Lo exceed SIS0 0 e ). 'To tneresse the home
vemand for such bonds I would recommendd that
they be avdituble for doposits in the Upited
states Treasury for banking purposes unider the
various provisions of the luw relating to Nation-
al Banks. 1 would sugeest, further, that Na-
tismal Banks be requirad to retain 1 certain per
vcent of the coin interest raceived by them from
bonds deposited with the Treasury to secure
I wonld also recommend the
repeal of the third sectiou of the joint resolution
for the issue of gilver coin, approved July 22,
I=7:, limiting sn sidiary coin and fraction:!
currency to S40,000 0. T am satistied thao if
Congress will enact some such law us will pe-
compiigh the end suggested, they will give relief
tothe country instiantancous in its effect, and for
which they will receive the gratitude of tae
whole people.
[Sizned ] U. S. GRANT,
Executive Mansion, Felruary 3, 1877.
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A Wild-Goeose Story. 1

The large flocks of geese that are|
coustantly passing over the town are |
frequently shot at, but they generally
fly at too high an altitnde to be reached i
by the leaden missiles. Sometimes, |
however, the shots take eflect. The
other day we were watching a flock fly-
ing southward, when the report of a
gun was heard, and we saw one of the
geese begin to fall slowly. The others,
perceiving that their comrade was
wounded, uttered shrill cries of distress,
and about & dozen of them flew under
the wounded bird, huldling together so
that their backs formaed a sort of bed,
on which the wounded one rested. They
buoyed it up for some time, the others
looking on and manifesting their con-
cern by uttering loud, discordant
shrieks. Finding that their companion
was unable longer to accompany them
in their flight, they abandoned him to
his fate, and he fell irto the arms of an
expectant Chinaman.—Anahesm (Cal )
Gazile.

—During one of the fairs in Paris,
some years ago, Baron James de Roths-
child was a patron. Chancing to pass
a stand where some pretty young ladies
were installed, he asked in a bantering
tone: ¢ Well, my dears, whatcan I do
for you?' ¢Ah, Baron,” said one, * you
can give us your autcgraph.” ¢ With
pleasure,” replied the gallant old
Baron, “if you preface it with an
agreezble sentiment.”” So the young
lady, without much ado, wrote on a
dainty slip of paper: ¢ [ hereby give
to charity ten thousand francs,”
and the Baron immediately signed his
name in full, and smilingly paid the

amount to the enterprising Parisian.

Midhat Pasha, Grand Vizier, has been | their number for like purpose, but under this | under the orders adopted yesterday. Mr. Green, g; Au3 Mowoy I;: lg:;srﬂt (Ef-l_ha Sy a:gﬁlgg Uncle Remus’s Church Experienceg,

“You don’t come down to chur
mo’, Brudder Remus. e
might
lately.”

¢t Hit’s bin a long time, Brudder Ras.
tus, sence I waz down dar, an’ hit']] pe
longer. I done got my dose.”

“ W'y you ain’t done gone an’up.
jined, is you, Brudder Remus?"

““Not in perticler. I des took'n
drawd out. De members wus too my.
tuel fer ter suit my doctrines.

“* How wuz dat?"’

“ Well, I tell you, Brudder Rastus,
When I went ter dat chu'ch, I went ez
'umbil ez de nex’ one. I went dar fer tep
sing an’ pray an’ wushup. I wuzallerg
on han,’ an’ mos’ giner'lly allers hag
a stray shinplarster dat de ole omap
wanted sont ter dem Pagins out dar,
Hit went on dis way ontil de fus’ news
I knowd dar ."uz & row got up in the
amen corner. Brudder Dick sed dere
wuzn't nuff money, an’ Brudder Sim
sed if dere wuzn't he ’spected Bruddep
Dick knowd whar it ’d gone ter, an’ den

int'restin’ meetin’ gwine op
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Brudder Dick ‘*lowed dat he wouldnt ¥ -

stan’ no 'probusness, an’ den he hauled
off an’ took Brudder Sim under the jaw
—blip!—an’'den dey clinched an’ drap-
ped and fout on de flo’, an’ under de
benches, an’ 'mong de wimmen. Den
de preacher started down fam de pul-
pit, an’ ez he wuz skippin’ on the flat.
form a hime book coteh him under de
eye an’ hit sounded like a bungshell had
busted. 'Bout dis time Brudder
Jesssie riz up in his seat sorter keerless
like an’ went down inter his britches
arter his razer, an® den I know’d dat
de trouble had begun. Sister Dilsey,
de preacher’s wife, she seed it her-
se’f, an’ let off one er dem hallyluyah
hollers, an’ den [ disremember what
came to pass. 1'm a gittin® kinder ole,
an’ de Jdus’ an’ de ha'r shet out de pun-
peramer. Fuddermo’ my lim's got ter
akin', perticier when [ hear Brudder
Sim sand Brudder Dick a snortin’® an’a
scuilin’ under de benches like ez dey wuz
makin’ fer my pew, so I sorter hump
myse'f an' scramble out, an' de fus’
man I seed wuz a pleeceinan, an® he
had a nigger ’rested, an® de name ‘er
dat nigger wuz Hemus.”

¢* He didn’t °res’ you, did he, Brud-
der Remus?”’

¢ Hit's des like I tell you, an® 1 had
ter git Mas. Jobn, what wuz my young

1arster in the warmin® Jay, to go inter
my bou's for me. Hit ain’t no use fer
ter sing out ehu’ch at me. I done bin
an’ got my dose. W'en I goes ter wah
I wanter know w'at I'm «’doin?, an® 1
don’t wanter git hemmed up 'mong
wimmen an’ preacliers. 1 wantelbow
room."

¢ But, Brudder Remus, vou ain’t —"

¢ I mwout drap in an’ 1 mouin’t, bug

wien you see me santer in de do’, wid
my spec¢s on, you kin des say ter der
brudderin’, sorter confidenshil like,

¢ Dor comes old man Remus wid his
hoss-pistol, an’ ef dar’s much uv a
senflle roun' here dis evenin’ von gwine
ter hear fum 'im.” Solong. ‘Member
me ter Sister Tempy."—dliante Consti-
tution.

s T
Bad Case of Aphasia.

An oflicer of the Senatetells this story
about Senator Goldthwaite, of Ala.
bama: Senator Goldthwaite has long
been afllicted with absent-mindedness,
He has great difficulty in keeping track
of his wearing apparel. IHe constantly
loses his coat or his hat. One or two
pages are kept running a good deal of
the time (o supply the gentleman's lack
of intellect. 1If he goes to the House he
will take his hat and cloak there, and
be sure to leave one or both of them on
a sofa or on some member’s desk. He
has often had to wait for hoeurs while
pages and messencers were hunting up
stray garments. He also has the habit
of tuking other people’'s coats by mis-
take, particularly if they happen to hang
near his peg. (ne day a Senator miss-
ed his coat, which had about £3,500 in
money in it. The disappearance was
attended by such singular circumstances
that the detectives were quietly put up-
on the trail. Four days afterwards d
couple of detectives culled at Senator
Goldthwaite’s house and asked him if
he had his own coat. After searching
his closes for a time he returned, bring
ing the lost coat, sayving, * This does
not look quite like my coat.” The lost
money was found safe in the pocket.

1
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THE MARKKETS,

- _ NEW YOKE, FERRUARY 9,
BEXIRVRS—Naive Steere..... 525 @$ll
SHEEP—Common to Cholce, 5.574@ 6 S

OGS — IV, crsenan saperemess G0 @ 6,70 '
COTTON—Middling. ... e i 2%
FLOUR—Good to Choice. ... .00 @ 6.0
WHEAT—No. 2 Chicagn,.... 140 @ 1.41
COEN—Westerr Mixed. . . LT L
UATS—Western Mixed.,..... 39 o
PORE-—-Now Mess, .. ...o.. ... 1I7.00 @ 17.29
8T, LOUIR.
COTTOR—Middling.cosuens.- @ 2
BEEY¥ CATTLE—Cholce. .... 5,0 ‘ 5. 0
Good to Prime.,.. 495
Cows and Heifers, .. 8 Sig
Corn-2¢d Texans.... 405
BOGE—Packing ...... ....... 5.15
SHEEP—Common to Fancy.. 5.5
FLOUR—Choice Country,.... 670
= ©. & PR SR G a0
WHEAT—Reld No. 2......... M
¥ No. 8........ 1.47
COBN—No. 2 Mixed.vsesesns. =y
OATS—No. 2......c0000uuuse @ +6%
RYE—No. 2........ y 68
TIMOTHY SEED—Prime.,.. { g 20
TOBACOO—Planters' Lugs... 3.0 @ 5.0
Medium Shipping Leat 6.5 @ 7.50
HAY—Choice Timothy....... 10.50 @ 1100
B hoice Dairy...... 2B @ 25
EGGS—Fresh................. 15 @ 16
POEE—Standard Mess....... 16.70 @ 1725
LARD—Prime Steam........ 104 @ 104
WOOL—Tub-washed, Choioe 37T @ a8
Unwashed, Combing. 24 @ 26
CHICAGO.
BEEVRSE—Common to Choice 275 @ 5 60
HO@8—Common to Choice.. 5,95 @ 6.9
SHEEP—Common to Choice. 276 @ 4.20
FLOUR—ChoiceWinter....... 7.75 @ 8,60
Choice E{m‘ gExtra 650 @ 700
wm’r—spﬁu NOi Binsens 1.304 @ 1805
30. 3.-..-. l.is @ l.m
COBN—No. 2 Mixed...cceneus 2@ 424
OATB—NO. Berecernrucacansss @ 8
m’xﬁ. s..-:-:-.Q-.aoo.o-|. TO @ JUj-‘
PORE—Me88 ..ovvvovsnnaseses 1620 @ 1625
LARD—Per cWt.uiavecenaee. 1103 @ 1L0UTH
KANSAS CITY.
BEEVES—Native Steers..... 3.00 @ 4.50
CoOWB.ov.ae 1.76 @ 3.35
HO ccsnissinsrsiconvbgevans 4.50 @ B5.6y
MEMPIIS. 3
COTTON—Middling..... s a1
FLOUB—Choioe ...........- .25 @ 8.0
CORN—=Mixed ..ocvovee asanse 4T @ 49
OATB—White.eseanssesns .. 8 @ 54-
A NeW (BRLEANS.
FLOUR—Chooice Familp...... 800 @ 8.50
CORN —White ..vcvssusersinn 5 @ 55
DATR—St, LOWiS...; covevres 44 @ 46
mr—-ttme SEsAAiAERRAERRRE, 1-‘ “U @ lﬁ ‘0‘
PORK—New Me8g,.....,.e00e. 1780 @ I5.00
BRI o M T aon s anaan e (THa@ 10%
CUTTUN-MIGUING <o eevne.  wonn @
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